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REPORT 


OF  THE 


Board  of  Managers  to  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company. 


With  the  returning  season,  the  Managers  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Company  present 
to  the  Stockholders  their  Annual  Report  of  the 
operations  of  the  year  1835. 

The  Company  commenced  their  business  in  the 
last  spring,  with  a large  stock  of  Coal  on  hand  from 
former  years,  to  which  the  mines  have  this  year 
added  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  tons.  Their  sales  for  the  year 
have  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  tons,  includ- 
ing a great  amount  of  fine,  or  refuse  coal,  which 
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was  unavoidably  produced  by  a large  stock  having 
remained  so  long  on  hand,  and  'which  was  sold  at 
a very  low  rate ; and  also  a large  proportion  of  the 
kind  denominated  Soft  Coal,  which  was  fixed  at  a 
low  price  for  the  purpose  of  its  introduction  into 
use.  The  prices  of  labour  and  grain,  with  other 
materials  for  the  business,  were  much  enhanced 
after  the  principal  orders  for  Coal  had  been  re- 
ceived. Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  the 
Managers  have  been  enabled  to  increase  the  divi- 
dends over  former  years. 

The  total  sales  of  Anthracite  Coal  from  all  quar- 
ters, during  the  year  1835,  have  greatly  exceeded 
the  sales  of  1834;  and  the  whole  quantity  now 
remaining  in  market,  it  is  calculated,  will  not  be 
more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  demand,  until 
fresh  coal  can  arrive.  With  a clear  market  and  a 
rapidly  extending  use  of  the  article,  the  prospects 
of  the  coal  business  for  the  ensuing  year  are  more 
flattering  than  ever;  and  the  Managers  confidently 
anticipate  the  sales  of  at  least  two  hundred  thou- 
sand tons  from  the  mines  of  this  Company. 

The  whole  line  of  the  Lehigh  Navigation  conti- 
nues in  perfect  order. 

A Weigh  Lock  is  now  being  constructed  upon 
the  Canal  near  Maucli  Chunk. 
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The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount 
of  the  various  articles  which  have  been  transported 


upon  it  during  the  year  1835 

Coal, 

Grain,  - 
Flour, 

Salt,  - 
Fish,  Pork,  &c., 

Beer,  Porter,  Cider,  &c., 
Other  Provisions,  - 
Whiskey, 

Hay  and  Straw, 

Lumber, 

Cord  Wood, 

Bricks, 

Slate, 

Lime  and  Limestone,  - 
Other  Stone  and  Plaster, 
Iron, 

Iron  Ore,  - 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin,  =• 
Merchandise, 


Tons  cwt. 

- 131,250  13 
1,768  00 
3,980  03 
551  17 
287  IS 
2 16 
153  IS 
467  16 
108  17 
4,467  11 
2,394  00 
94  09 
162  00 
2.329  16 

j 

3,636  08 
866  15 
1,490  01 
S 08 
1,346  10 


Total.  155,367  16 


The  Company  have  paid  to  the  Commonwealth 
nearly  25,000  dollars  for  Tolls  on  the  Delaware 
Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  in  1835,  in  ad- 
dition to  which  the  State  derived  a considerable  sum 
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from  Tolls  on  Coal  and  other  articles  from  the  Le- 
high, carried  by  individuals  on  their  own  account. 

The  Morris  Canal  Company  are  about  adding 
strength  to  their  inclined  planes,  so  as  to  transmit 
boats  loaded  with  thirty  tons.  Their  Canal  had 
but  few  interruptions  during  the  past  year,  and 
transported  nearly  forty  thousand  tons  of  Lehigh 
coal  to  the  different  markets  along  that  line,  of 
■which  a large  portion  was  shipped  to  northern  and 
eastern  ports,  from  Newark.  A considerable  quan- 
tity of  coal  has  also  been  sent  through  the  main 
line  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal.  The 
feeder  has  not  yet  been  much  used  for  transporta- 
tion, but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  see  the  importance  of  constructing 
an  Outlet  Lock  from  the  Delaware  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  thus  form  a communica- 
tion with  the  feeder,  by  which  the  produce  of  this 
state  will  be  saved  a circuit  of  twenty-six  miles,  and 
nearly  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  of  lockage,  in 
passing  to  the  eastern  shores  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Company’s  landing  at  Perth  Amboy  is  now 
in  good  condition  for  an  extensive  business,  and  its 
advantages  will  be  developed  as  it  becomes  more 
generally  known. 

The  Managers  anticipate  a large  increase  of  their 
business  on  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  as 
well  as  on  the  Morris  Canal,  from  the  rapidly  ex- 
lending demand  for  coal  in  those  directions. 

The  following  exhibits  the  number  of  vessels 
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which  have  been  loaded  with  Lehigh  Coal,  for  va- 
rious ports,  at  the  Company’s  several  places  of  depot 
during  the  year  1835,  viz. 


Sloops. 

Schooners. 

Brigs. 

Total. 

At  Philadelphia  ^ 
and  Bristol,  5 

144 

203 

42 

389 

At  Perth  Amboy, 

127 

67 

194 

At  Newark, 

307 

179 

486 

578 

449 

42 

1069 

The  aggregate  quantity  of  coal,  carried  by  the 
vessels  above  mentioned,  was  70,194  tons. 

As  the  period,  fixed  by  law  for  the  completion  of 
the  upper  grand  section  of  the  Lehigh,  was  ap- 
proaching, the  attention  of  the  Managers  has  been 
directed  to  that  object,  and  they  have  decided  upon 
extending  the  Slackwater  Navigation,  at  once,  to 
the  mouth  of  Wright’s  Creek,  a distance  of  twenty- 
six  miles,  and,  from  that  point  to  Stoddartsville,  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles,  to  improve  the  natural 
Navigation  by  open  channels  and  artificial  freshets. 
The  Slackwater  Navigation  was  not  required  by 
the  law  to  be  made  at  first  in  the  upper  section, 
but  several  reasons  induced  the  Managers  to  adopt 
that  plan  as  far  as  to  Wright’s  Creek.  The  great 
fall  in  that  part  of  the  river,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  water,  made  it  impracticable  to  fulfil 
the  conditions  of  the  law  by  a mere  open  Channel 
Navigation,  and  even  rendered  it  doubtful  whether 
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the  plan  of  artificial  freshets  could  be  adopted  for 
so  great  a distance,  without  holding  back  so  much 
water  as  to  drain  the  Canals  below,  and  then  to 
flood  them,  or  else,  to  waste  the  water  by  letting 
off  the  freshets.  This  inferior  grade  of  improve- 
ment, if  made,  would  have  accommodated,  and  but 
partially,  the  Lumber  Trade  alone,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  the  more  valuable  products  of  the  country, 
and  would  not  have  admitted  of  any  returning 
trade.  The  wants  of  the  community,  thus,  not 
being  met,  the  Legislature  would  unquestionably 
have  required  the  Navigation  to  be  changed,  under 
the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  20th  March, 
1818,  “into  a complete  Slackwater  Navigation,” 
by  which  nearly  the  whole  of  the  expense  which 
might  have  been  previously  incurred,  would  have 
been  sacrificed.  In  addition  to  these  reasons,  the 
Managers  were  fully  satisfied  that  the  interests  both 
of  the  community  and  of  the  Company,  required 
the  immediate  construction  of  the  Slackwater  Navi- 
gation, to  the  point  specified,  viz.  the  mouth  of 
Wright’s  Creek,  where  the  Susquehanna  and  Le- 
high Canal  will  join  it,  and  thus  complete  one  im- 
portant line  of  transportation  by  the  Juniata  route, 
to  the  Great  West;  at  this  point,  also,  a Railroad 
of  fourteen  miles  will  probably  soon  form  a speedy 
communication  with  Wilkesbarre  on  the  North 
Branch.  Thus  a great  share  of  the  Trade  of  the 
North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna  will 
seek  a market  through  the  Lehigh.  An  important 
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addition  to  the  tolls  of  the  Company,  will  accrue 
from  the  coal  of  the  second,  or  middle,  coal 
range,  which  borders  the  upper  section  of  the  Le- 
high for  several  miles,  as  well  as  from  that  of  the 
third,  or  Wilkesbarre  coal  range,  which  is  only 
ten  miles  from  the  Lehigh.  The  Navigation  is 
located  in  such  a manner,  as  to  give  at  least  five 
feet  depth  of  water,  throughout  the  whole  line  up 
to  Wright’s  Creek,  and  to  create  good  shipping  ports 
at  the  mouths  of  all  the  Creeks  and  ravines  which 
run  from  these  great  Coal  Districts  to  the  Lehigh. 

The  funds  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the 
upper  section,  are  intended  to  be  procured  by  means 
of  loans,  and  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  taken,  after  public  advertisement,  on  the 
1st  of  September  last,  for  that  purpose,  a portion 
of  which  only  has  as  yet  been  required ; the  re- 
mainder will  be  called  for  in  instalments,  as  it  may 
be  needed  in  the  progress  of  the  work. 

The  whole  work  of  the  Navigation  is  put  under 
contract:  the  part  from  Mauch  Chunk  to  the 
mouth  of  Quakake  Creek,  to  be  completed  by  the 
first  of  September  next;  and  the  remainder,  from 
Quakake  Creek  to  Wright’s  Creek,  by  the  1st  of 
December.  The  artificial  freshet  Navigation  from 
Wright’s  Creek  to  Stoddartsville,  will  also  be  com- 
pleted in  the  ensuing  season,  and  will  open  a 
vast  extent  of  lumber  country,  which  will  imme- 
diately be  productive  of  revenue  to  the  Company. 

For  the  prosecution  of  the  new  and  important 
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work  above  mentioned,  the  Managers  engaged  as 
principal  Engineer,  E.  A.  Douglas,  Esq.,  in  whose 
skill  and  experience,  they  have  the  fullest  confi- 
dence. 

The  Beaver  Meadow  Company  are  constructing 
the  Rail  Road,  from  their  mines  in  the  second  Coal 
Range,  which  is  now  nearly  ready  for  the  business 
of  transportation  to  the  Lehigh,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Quakake.  We  understand  that  enterprises  are 
also  projected,  by  various  owners  of  coal  lands  in 
other  parts  of  the  same  range,  which  will  doubtless 
lead  to  the  early  construction  of  Rail  Roads  from 
that  region,  down  Laurel  Run,  Sandy  Run  and 
Lesley’s  Creek ; all  which,  with  the  Nescopec  Canal 
and  Wilkesbarre  Rail  Road,  will  pour  their  coal, 
lumber,  &c.  down  the  Lehigh. 

It  has  been  apprehended  hitherto,  that  the  Com- 
pany felt  a jealousy  of  other  coal  operations  on  the 
Lehigh ; on  the  contrary,  it  is  so  obviously  the  in- 
terest of  the  Company  to  encourage  all  descrip- 
tions of  trade  which  will  swell  the  Tolls  on  the 
Navigation,  that  every  reasonable  inducement  will 
continue  to  be  held  out  to  enterprising  individuals 
and  companies,  to  use  the  Canal  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  coal,  as  well  as  other  products. 

To  remove  all  jealousies  on  this  head,  however, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  construction 
of  the  Susquehanna  and  Lehigh  Canal,  the  Mana- 
gers passed  a resolution  on  the  21st  of  September 
last,  which  was  immediately  and  extensively  pub- 
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lished,  declaring  that  the  Toll  on  coal  which  may 
be  shipped  on  the  Lehigh  Navigation,  at  any  point 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Nesquihoning  Creek  (which 
will  probably  include  all  the  coal  except  that  from 
this  Company’s  mines),  should  not  exceed  one  cent, 
per  ton,  and  that  on  lumber,  in  boats,  should  not 
exceed  one  and  a quarter  cents  per  thousand  feet, 
for  each  mile  the  said  articles  should  be  so  trans- 
ported upon  the  Lehigh  Navigation,  from  the  period 
of  its  completion  to  Wright’s  Creek ; provided  that 
other  companies  do  not  raise  the  tolls  on  similar 
articles.  A copy  of  the  resolution  referred  to  is 
appended  to  this  Report. 

The  Managers  congratulate  the  Stockholders 
upon  a sufficient  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Lehigh  Canal,  commonly  called  the 
Nescopec  Canal,  having  been  subscribed,  to  secure 
the  charter.  The  great  importance  of  furthering 
the  completion  of  that  Canal,  at  the  earliest  possible 
period,  cannot  be  too  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company.  The  Nescopec  Canal 
being  finished,  there  will  only  remain  the  extension 
of  the  North  Branch  Canal,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Lackawanna  to  the  State  Line,  which  is  now  claim- 
ing the  attention  of  the  State  authorities,  to  form  a 
complete  chain  of  communication,  by  water,  from 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  to  Lake  Erie,  through 
the  Lehigh.  This,  besides  furnishing  another  route 
to  the  great  West,  in  addition  to  the  one  already 
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mentioned  by  the  Juniata,  will  open  to  Philadel- 
phia the  only  channel  by  which  she  can  hope  to 
share  in  the  trade  of  the  New  York  Canals,  and  to 
reap  an  advantage  from  the  long  line  of  Rail  Road 
through  the  southern  counties  of  that  state.  The 
West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  has  the  naviga- 
tion already  extended  into  the  great  Bituminous 
Coal  Field,  and  the  continuance  of  that  line  to 
Lake  Erie  and  the  western  waters  has  been  strongly 
urged,  and  will,  no  doubt,  soon  be  effected.  In 
fact,  the  connection  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Le- 
high, presents  to  Pennsylvania  the  most  central  and 
best  navigation  for  the  outlet  to  market  of  the  pro- 
duce from  a large  portion  of  her  extended  territory, 
and  opens  a field  for  business  which  must  contri- 
bute very  greatly  to  the  income  of  this  Company. 

The  statements  of  the  Treasurer  and  of  the  Divi- 
dend Committee,  will  be  read  and  submitted  for 
the  inspection  of  the  Stockholders  as  usual. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON, 

President. 


Philadelphia,  January  11,  1836. 
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Office  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation 

Company. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  were 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  this  Company 
at  a meeting  held  on  the  19th  instant,  viz  : 

Whereas,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Susquehanna 
and  Lehigh  Canal,  commonly  called  the  Nescopec 
Canal,  have  advertised  that  books  will  be  opened 
early  in  October  next,  for  receiving  subscriptions 
to  the  stock  of  that  Canal,  the  construction  of  which 
will  greatly  promote  the  public  interest  as  well  as 
the  interest  of  this  Company,  by  making  the  Lehigh 
an  important  link  in  the  chain  of  communication 
between  the  East  and  the  great  West : and  whereas, 
an  opinion  prevails  that  while  it  is  unknown  what 
Tolls  will  be  charged  on  coal  and  lumber  on  the 
Lehigh  Navigation,  persons  may  be  deterred  from 
subscribing  to  the  stock  of  the  Susquehanna  and 
Lehigh  Canal,  a jealousy  existing  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  Lehigh  Company  have  authority,  by  their  char- 
ter, to  assess  a toll  on  the  lockage  nearly  equal  to 
five  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  they  might  not  permit 
other  coal  to  pass  on  the  Navigation  at  a reasonable 
rate,  lest  it  should  enter  into  competition  with  the 
coal  from  their  own  mines — Therefore 

Resolved , That  immediately  on  the  completion 
of  the  Lehigh  Navigation  to  Wright’s  Creek,  now 
in  progress,  and  to  be  finished  in  1836,  when 
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a general  trade  may  be  anticipated  upon  it,  the 
Toll  on  Coal  and  on  Lumber  in  boats  that  may 
enter  the  Navigation  at  any  point  in  the  second 
Grand  Section  of  the  Lehigh  river,  viz.  between 
the  mouth  of  Nesquihoning  Creek  and  Stoddarts- 
ville,  shall  not  exceed  one  cent  per  ton  per  mile  on 
Mineral  Coal,  and  one  cent  and  a quarter  per  thou- 
sand feet,  board  measure,  per  mile  on  Lumber  in 
boats,  throughout  the  whole  distance  that  such 
freight  may  be  so  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Navi- 
gation — Provided  that  the  Tolls  on  the  Morris 
Canal,  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  or  the  Del- 
aware division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  shall  not 
be  raised  above  their  present  rates  on  those  articles. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Board. 

EDWIN  WALTER, 

Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  September  21,  1835. 
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